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Introduction 
 

 We are proud to present you with the 2019 Annual Report of the Center for 

environmental research and information “Eko-svest” from Skopje. Looking back on the 

past 17 years, the organization has grown and matured into one of most prominent 

environmental organization in the country and in the region. The key to this success is 

simple, but not easy. It is the devotion of the people that make Eko-svest what it is 

today. Tireless, constant devotion to the work we do and the results we want to see- a 

just, responsible and conscientious society where healthy citizens live sustainably in 

well-being and harmony with the environment. This vision of Eko-svest has been our 

guidance and motivation all these years and it will remain to be our purpose in the 

years to come. 

 This year has shown us that all this dedication and hard work is actually 

recognized and appreciated. In April 2019, the Goldman Environmental Prize, the so 

called “green Nobel prize” was awarded to Ana Colovic Lesoska, the Executive Director 

of Eko-svest, for her 7 year campaign to save Mavrovo National Park from the 

destructive hydro projects. A ceremony in San Francisco broadcasted all over the world 

spread the word about Eko-svest and its impact. 

 From this point onward, Eko-svest becomes a recognized organization, known for 

its constructive approach, fact based argumentation and positive communication. This 

year our efforts to get involved in various climate and energy decision making processes 

materialized, opening doors and opportunities for presenting our long term research 

data and studies and advocating for better policies. 

  In 2019 Eko-svest prepared a new Strategic Plan valid for the period 2020-2024. 

The focus remains to be decarbonization and transformation of the society. 

 Overall, 2019 was a full, exciting and successful year for Eko-svest. We invite 

you to read further and learn more about our work and successes. 

 

  



 

  



 

2019 highlights 
 

Ana Colovic Lesoska wins the Goldman Prize 
 

Ana Colovic Lesoska led a seven-year campaign to cut off 

international funding for two large hydropower plants planned 

inside of North Macedonia’s Mavrovo National Park, thereby 

protecting the habitat of the critically endangered Balkan lynx. 

 

Ana at the Award Ceremony  

in San Francisco, delivering  

her speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goldmanprize.org/recipient/ana-colovic-lesoska/


 

Eko-svest awarded the Porta 3 prize 
 

 

Eko-svest received the Porta 3 award for contribution to environmental 

awareness raising in the country. Over the years, Eko-svest has been constantly 

providing information about the environment and climate and worked closely with 

media to amplify messages. Porta 3 is an expert magazine covering architecture, civil 

engineering and environmental topics. 

 

Elena Nikolovska, our public relations officer receiving the award on 

behalf of Eko-svest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Eko-svest facilitates Vevcani springs Monument of nature 
proclamation 
 

 

EU Ambassador Zhbogar, Minister Nuredini 

and Resident Representative of UNDP, Ms. 

Sahakyan at the official opening of the 

Info Center in Vevcani 

 

 

Eko-svest helped the Municipality of Vevcani 

in the process of the preparation and adoption of 

the Management plan for the protected area 

Monument of nature Vevcani springs. The 

Management plan was the last step in the 

proclamation process, enabling the Municipality to 

sustainably manage the protected area. Through an 18 month project Eko-svest 

managed to train, equip and set up a ranger service, work with collectors of forest 

products, assess the biopotential of the protected area and raise awareness about the 

importance of the protection. 

 

In September 2019 the official session of the Municipality Council took place, 

when the Management plan was adopted.  

 

This cooperation with the Municipality of Vevcani shows the immense potential 

for civil society to work closely with municipalities and produce impactful results for 

local communities.   



 

 

 

 

  



 

Projects implemented in 
2019 
 

 

The following projects  have been implemented  during 2019:  

  

(1) Activities of CEE Bankwatch Network  
 

Activities of CEE Bankwatch Network, funded by the CEE Bankwatch Network via the 

DEAR programme of the European Commission. These funds are mainly associated with 

the work of  CEE Bankwatch Network project coordinator  Ana Colovic-Lesoska, which 

entails  coordination of a 3 year project with а consortium of European partners led by 

Swedwatch.   

Additionally in 2018, Eko-svest started hosting another Bankwatch staff member, Davor 

Pehchevski as the Regional air pollution coordinator for the SouthEast Europe. His work 

entails measurements and analysis of air pollution data in the Balkan region.    

 

(2) Building partnerships for climate protection in North Macedonia funded 
by the European Climate Foundation  
 

The project-Building partnerships for climate protection in North Macedonia builds a 

strong partnership  among local communities, NGOs and institutions  for a joint focus 

on  protection of the climate by enabling sustainable  and renewable energy solutions 

in North Macedonia and discontinuation of harmful fossil fuel investment in the country. 

This is a long term project and in 2019 we continued our work on the climate law and 

strategy. In addition, we extended our work on just transition of coal regions, with a 

specific focus on the Kichevo and Bitola regions.   



 

(3) Save the blue heart of Europe funded by EURONATUR  
 

The project-Save the blue heart of Europe, is aimed at protecting Mavrovo national 

park from the planned hydropower plant development. It entails international and 

national awareness raising about the impact of the planned projects on the national 

park, its species and habitats. As of January 2018, the project is implemented by Front 

21/24 with international NGOs such as Riverwatch and Euronatur, and Eko-svest is being 

contracted to perform the field work related to the monitoring of the performance of 

small hydro power plants. The funds from Euronatur originate from Mava foundation. 

The project is a continuation of the previous collaboration from the period 2017-2019.  

(4) Communities Communicating Climate Change funded by the Delegation 
of the European Union in North Macedonia  
 

The project started in January 2018 and it is implemented in partnership with CNVP 

and DEM. It is mainly an awareness raising action aimed at climate change impacts and 

ways forward. It also covers policy and advocacy work of a wide coalition of CSOs that 

would be established within the project. The project also features a sub-granting 

scheme to support innovative climate projects in the country. In 2019 we granted 10 

sub grants to organisations to implement various climate related actions in their 

communities and managed to gather more than 50 CSOs at the first annual meeting of 

the future Climate Coalition. The project targets have been overachieved in 2019, with 

media outreach beyond 500 000 citizens.   

(5) Establishing a monitoring and management system for the Vevcani 
springs monument of nature, supported by the UNDP  
 

In the frame of the UNDP nature protection programme in 2018 we started a project to 

support the Municipality of Vevcani to set up a monitoring and management system for 

the protected area Vevcani springs. Through this project we produced a monitoring 

toolkit, conducted trainings for the future rangers as well as local communities and 

procured all necessary equipment for the ranger service. Additionally, we supported 

the Municipality in the process of the proclamation of the protected area according the 

new legislation. In September 2019, the Management plan of the protected area was 

finalized and officially adopted by the Municipality Council. Awareness raising and 



 

educational activities were also carried out such as film screenings and public 

discussions. The project finished in August 2019. 

(6) GEAR- Green economy for an advanced region, supported by the 
European Commission   
 

This project is implemented in partnership with a number of CSOs from the region and 

is focused on raising awareness and education about green economy. A number of 

educational materials were produced and the project has a strong capacity building 

component, as it provides a series of trainings for CSOs and public authorities. The 

project lasts until March 2021. In 2019, a study visit and several trainings for CSOs and 

municipalities were carried out, as well as the production of a series of educational 

materials. Five-subgrants were provided to local CSOs for implementing green economy 

projects in their communities.  

(7) Air pollution strategic approach, supported by the CSO programme of 
the Ministry for environment and physical planning 
 

In 2019, we received a small grant to work on an analysis and prepare a proposal for 

the strategic approach to dealing with air pollution in the country. The analysis and 

concept was prepared with external experts and presented to Governmental bodies and 

other stakeholders as well as the public. This strategic approach was then accepted by 

the Intersectoral working group for air pollution as an activity to be implemented in 

2020. The project duration was 6 months and it finished in November 2019. 

(8) Defying the hydropower sustainability myth, funded by Patagonia 
 

With this grant, to be implemented during 2019 and 2020, we aim at gathering scientific 

evidence and working on changing national regulation in order to change the current 

practice in hydropower development. Nature is being devastated while the industry is 

subsidized to build small hydro power projects on our most pristine rivers. The data 

obtained will be published as reports and the project team will work closely with 

institutions to bring stronger standards for the protection of environment in this sector. 

 



 

(9) Regional air pollution conference, funded by European Climate 
Foundation 
 

In 2019 we received funding to organize a regional air pollution conference with 

participants from the Western Balkan region, to discuss major challenges but also 

innovative solutions for tackling air pollution problems. The conference took place on 

October 4th in Skopje, and participants from Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, 

Kosovo, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria took part including the Deputy Minister for 

environment and physical planning of N. Macedonia and the State Secretary of the 

Ministry of environment of Serbia. The conference was also a good opportunity for 

institution representatives to exchange on possibilities for cooperation. As a result, 

several proposals for joint cooperation were put forward, both in the topic of air 

pollution and climate change. 

(10) Coal free future in N. Macedonia, funded by CEE Bankwatch Network, 
through the SIDA programme 
 

With this grant, Eko-svest focused on raising awareness in Bitola on the impacts of coal 

on the society by organizing a public discussion and film screening for the citizens, as 

well as organize a roundtable with the members of the Bitola Municipality Council. In 

addition, we prepared a number of infographs and an analysis of achievements and 

recommendations for two relevant sectors from the Chapter 27 on Environment- Air 

pollution and Climate action. The project finished in December 2019.  



 

Financial report 2019 
 

Income and expense statement 
 

Amounts in Macedonian denars 2019 2018 

Revenues 
  

Revenues from projects implementation, donations 
and membership 

16,538,703 6,829,380 

Financial revenue -net 735 1,322 

Excess of revenues over expenses brought forward 
from previous year 

10,763,331 18,254,673 

 
27,302,769 25,085,375 

Expenses 
  

Operational expenses (9,943,472) (8,734,372) 

Staff costs (5,148,069) (4,845,647) 

Capital expenses -202,137 -742,025 

Financial expenses-net - - 
 

(15,293,678) (14,322,044) 

Excess of revenues over expenses for the year 
before income tax 

12,009,091 10,763,331 

Income tax - - 

Excess of revenues over expenses for the year  12,009,091 10,763,331 

 

  



 

Income per funder in 2019 
 

Amounts in Macedonian denars 2019 2018 

Funders 

UNDP 1,537,755 2,357,914 

Front 21/42 (Save the Blue Heart Campaign) 42,01 409,38 

Swiss Embassy - 196,37 

University of Manchester - 123,238 

CAN Europe- Europe Beyond Coal 405,855 - 

Patagonia Foundation 443,714 - 

European Climate Foundation 1,666,490 1,402,454 

Ministry for environment  and physical 
planning of North Macedonia 

200,000 - 

CEE Bankwatch Network 4,136,642 1,346,339 

Swedish Embassy 92,247 - 

IPEN- Arnica - 3,461 

Delegation of European Union in North 
Macedonia 

5,073,412 - 

IPA2CSO- funding from the Delegation of the 
European Union in North Macedonia 

138,805 - 

FORS Montenegro- GEAR project, funding from 
EC 

2,523,791 984,224 

Sub-total 16,421,057 6,823,380 

      

Other income 

Donations 

Kraft - 6,000 

Front 21/42 12,000 - 

Donations from members 46,106 - 

Service contracts 

Macedonian Ecological Society – 
implementation of a campaign 

54,24 - 

Open Society Institute- conducting trainings 
for CSOs 

106,096 - 

Other income (cumulative) 59,54 - 

Sub-total 117,646 6,000 

    

Total 16,538,703 6,829,380 



 

Operational expenses 
 

Amounts in Macedonian denars 2019 2018 

      

Office materials consumed 52,466 5,150 

Energy & communal expenses 211,784 31,969 

Renting business premises 295,953 284,933 

Post, telephones, internet 183,836 85,703 

Accounting & audit 313,799 162,799 

Bank charges 64,452 71,681 

Intellectual services 1,535,641 2,128,132 

Donations to other entities 4,824,601 4,489,417 

Promotional materials  487,504 - 

Other miscellaneous 1,973,436 1,474,588 

      

Total 9,943,472 8,734,372 

 

 

Staff costs 
 

Amounts in Macedonian denars 2019 2018 

      

Gross  salaries for employees  4,601,127 4,013,199 

Allowances  67,056 56,712 

Per diem 479,886 775,736 

      

Total 5,148,069 4,845,647 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

Publications in 2019 
 

The following publications have been produced in 2019: 

 

• Manual: Use the legal tools and the mechanisms for environmental protection – Get inspired 

from the story of the National park Mavrovo and save the last wild and freeflowing rivers of 

Europe (2019)    Aleksandra Bujaroska, Association Front 24/7, North Macedonia; Ana Colovic 

Lesoska, Eko-svest Skopje, North Macedonia 

 

• Economic analysis-transition to a lignite free development: case study Oslomej (2019)  Centre 

for economic analysis CEA for Eko-svest Skopje 

 

• Study for the assessment of biopotential of some wild herbs, aromatic and fruit plants (Thymus 

sp., Hypericum perforatum, Gentianna lutea и Vaccinium myrtillus) in the monument of nature 

Vevcanski Izvori (2019) Prof Dr Silvana Manasievska Simic for Eko-svest Skopje 

 

• Manual for monitoring of the key flora and fauna and their habitats (2019) in the monument of 

nature Vevcanski Izvori (2019) Msc Biljana Stevanovska for Eko-svest Skopje 

 

• Analysis of recommended measures for tackling air pollution in N, Macedonia  (2019) Helena 

Andonova Eko-svest Skopje 

 

• Comply or close: how Western Balkan coal plants breach air pollution laws and what 

governments must do about it (2019) Ioana Ciuta, CEE Bankwatch Network; Pippa Gallop, CEE 

Bankwatch Network; Davor Pehchevski, CEE Bankwatch Network/ Eko-svest, Macedonian 

Version 

 

• Expert analysis of the national emission reduction plan in North Macedonia (2019) Msc Filip 

Nelkovski for Eko-svest 

 

• Green economy and Green entrepreneurship  Sonja Vukovic, Gordana Korik,Dragana Lisjak for 

FORS and partners, Macedonian version 

 

• Analysis of the level of transposition and implementation of selected sectors from Chapter 27 

Helena Andonova, Elena Nikolovska, Davor Pehchevski, Ana Colovic Lesoska, Eko-svest 

 

  



 

Our staff 
 

Ana Colovic Lesoska 

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  

Nevena Smilevska  

P R O G R A M M E  C O O R D I N A T O R  

Msc. Jasmina Said 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  A N D  F I N A N C E  
 



 

 

Stojan Lesoski 
P R O J E C T  C O O R D I N A T O R  

 

Elena Nikolovska  

P U B L I C  R E L A T I O N S  

Davor Pehchevski 

P R O J E C T  C O O R D I N A T O R  

 



 

 

Helena Andonova 

D A T A  A N A L Y S T  
 

Angel Kuzmanov  

P R O J E C T  C O O R D I N A T O R  

  



 

Governing Board of  
Eko-svest 
 

Prof. Stefan Bouzarovski, President 

 

Lence Danailovska, member  

Zarko Koneski, member  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eko-svest 

Sv. Kiril i Metodij str.30/1-6 

1000 Skopje, N. Macedonia 

www.ekosvest.com.mk 

www.eko.net.mk 

Tel: 02 3217 247 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Eko.Svest.MK/  

Twitter: @Eko_svest  

Instagram: @ekosvest  

Tel: +38923217247 

http://www.ekosvest.com.mk/
http://www.eko.net.mk/

